








Answer: There should be.

Question #2: Is there bituthane (waterproofing membrane) at the eaves?
Answer: A minimum of 2 feet is recommended.

Questoin #3: Do the shingles overhang the drip edges (lengths of L-shaped metal
flashing placed along the eave of the roof to seal the space between the shingles
and the roof deck from weather) as recommended by the manufacturer?

Answer: This is typically shown right on the shingle wrappers.

Question #4: Is there flashing at all transitions (valleys, dormers, etc.)?
Answer: There should be, with a minimum of 9 inches to either side of the
transition.

Question #5: Is there a warranty against leakage?
Answer: This is useful. Most roofing manufacturers only guarantee their
product performance life, not against leakage.

Question #6: Is the roof framed adequately and structurally sound?
Answer: This may require review by a licensed Professional Engineer, but it
is important, especially in a new home.

Question #7 Is there evidence of leakage at the vulnerable locations?
Answer: Look closely below valleys and around dormers, especially in a
home that is a few years old.

If you are buying a new home with a complex roof shape, you cannot be too cautious.
A distinctive roof line can be exciting. However, leakage problems are quite trouble-
some and often not easy to diagnose or correct. Structural problems can be even
worse to deal with. When in doubt, consult a building inspection engineer who has
expertise in complex roof systems.

A well-designed and constructed complex roof can turn your average home into
an elegant, dramatic “mansion.” Poorly done, your castle may turn into your worst
nightmare. Make sure you know the difference before you buy.
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